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From The School Supervisor
ez A Wellle O ez

This year’s edition of Voice of Erudition encapsulates all the hours of
study and practice you have undertaken during your education. The
English classroom prepares you for the academic world of English.
It is the perfect environment for the memorization of new words
and rules and for their conscious recall during classroom activities,
quizzes, and tests. At school, you also benefit from our devoted
teachers who cater for learner diversity.

However, in the real world, or out in the “wild”, we need to have
automatic responses to many situations. We need to build confidence
and be brave to talk with maybe strangers. They may correct our
pronunciation bluntly, or seem confused. When we can get our
meaning across, we can enjoy a feeling of achievement. These
authentic interactions are exciting, meaningful and relevant for us.

If you want to make progress with your English ability, you must
embrace learning in the classroom and in the “wild”. What do | mean
by “wild”? Well, try to use English outside the classroom as much as
possible. Chat with the native English teacher at school. Tell a joke
or a story in English and enjoy a conversation! Try to experience a
natural conversation. You can also chat with tourists or expats in
Hong Kong. Most people are happy to chat when waiting for a bus
or sitting on the MTR. With each interaction, your confidence will
increase.

Other “wild” interactions include books, social media and especially
movies and soap operas that provide plenty of opportunities for
English language learning.

When you are older, no doubt you will have plenty of opportunities
to practise English in the wild, at work, on holidays overseas and
socially with English speakers. Embrace these experiences and
be confident that your classroom knowledge will give you the
foundation and continue to nurture your abilities in English. You only
have one life! Enjoy the wild ride!

Ms. Barbara Chan Wei Ting

School Supervisor



From The Principal
ISiEdvication?

| am proud to introduce our latest edition of Voice of Erudition to showcase
our budding writers’ talents. This collection of writing embodies all that we as
educators try to foster in our students. What is the purpose of education? This
quote reflects our educational aspirations: Education's purpose is to replace an
empty mind with an open one — Malcolm Forbes, 1919-1990, publisher, politician.

Within these pages of our Voice of Erudition, you will observe young minds
opening and blossoming to create writings on a range of meaningful topics. How
do we enable students to foster an open mind? The very act of engaging and
reflecting on the world and their place within it encourages this transformation.

For the junior forms, their writing reflects an emphasis on recalling an experience
or retelling a story. They are mastering the features of the English language and
developing their ability to recall events in their everyday lives. They are like a
seed, beginning to sprout, to absorb all the necessary grammatical and stylistic
information to express themselves in English.

Next, the middle years, by F.3 our students are not only recalling information from
a text but responding to it in sophisticated ways. Here, they learn to engage both
the left and right sides of their brain. They express feelings, opinions and critiques
on movies that reflect their interests. F.4 students begin to extend their writing
skills even further by exploring the techniques of creative writing and essay
writing. These writings reflect their growing confidence.

Each stage of development is to be applauded. By F.5 and F.6, the culmination
of years of study in English can be seen in more sophisticated writing. Students
engage with society, giving their opinion on topics such as housing estates,
exams and psychological issues including depression.

Further, they have the confidence to participate in competitions such as the
essay writing competition on man’s race against machine and its impacts on our
relationship with the Earth. Our students see problems as opportunities to make
positive change. They are respectful of different points of view. They show their
curiosity about the world around them. These are the traits of an open mind.

Dr. Suen Lee Wa

Principal

Voice of Erudition

It implies that students should read, learn and be knowledgeable and versatile. The
message is deeply embedded in our school motto “Erudition and Determination”.
Students are encouraged to explore their environment. What they have discovered
or experienced can be shared with others. This publication serves the purpose for
students to read and express what they have in their minds.
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From The Editor

This new edition of the Voice of Erudition features not only essays
in all genres but also more writing competition entries both within
and outside school. It is encouraging to see so many students who
are willing to challenge themselves. Writing is no longer a devil for
our youngsters. Eventually, they have overcome their fear of writing
in Englsih. Thanks to the students who openly shared their writing.

| would like to express my appreciation to our English Department
for their continuous support towards the publication of this book.
Without their contribution, it would have been a difficult process. |
would also like to extend my sincere thanks to Cheng Hoi Lam (F.6A)
for the cover deisgn of this book of which the theme is"Children’s
Vision of the Outside World". Its bright and colourful image implies
that children are pure and they are all dreaming of a prosperous
future as life will be full of opportunities. The appealing layout is
eye-catching and meaningful.

Finally, | am grateful to all who have helped to make the publication
of this book a “mission possible”. Let’s experience a personal
connection with the inner world of our student writers. Read their
minds!

Ms. Lam Lai Kuen
Editor

Editorial Board

Advisors: : Dr. Suen Lee Wa, the Principal
Ms. Pun Lai Hung, the Vice-principal

Editors:  Ms. Lam Lai Kuen

Mr. Hui Ming Pui

Ms. Lau Mei Fong

Ms. Rochelle Martin

Ms. See Mei Wan

Ms. Yeung Pui Yan
Acknowledgements to all English teachers
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Foreword

Much like a gardener selecting the most beautiful and fragrant flowers
to assemble and admire in a vase, we have compiled this collection of
student writing for you, our dear readers, to enjoy. Unlike the transient
beauty of flowers, these writings capture ideas, stories and cherished
moments to be eternally preserved within the pages of this year’s
Voice of Erudition.

The theme of our annual Languages Week was the “Language of Flowers. "Despite
our society’s growing love affair with technology, we are innately
connected to nature; we are drawn to the natural world as is evident in
our collective appreciation for flowers.

Flowers play a pivotal role in traditions across all cultures; from weddings
to seasonal celebrations. What would New Year’s celebrations be without
peach blossom to symbolise our hopes for growth, prosperity, long life or
romance for the year to come? In an ever changing world, flowers are a
constant, beautiful reminder of not only our traditions but also our desire
to communicate. Likewise, language empowers us to communicate our
mind with accuracy. Our words convey and enliven our thoughts. When
the occasion seems too momentous for spoken words, writing can bridge
that gap. We can write in times of celebration, appreciation, sadness and
awe to clarify our thoughts and document our experiences.

With the current trend on developing a more sustainable lifestyle, flowers
have taken on an even more practical role. We wonder at the cycle of life:
from seed to sapling, bud to blossom and back to seed. We hope the writings
in “Voice of Erudition” may evoke the same reactions as the fragrance of a
beautiful posy of flowers. Our students have tried to capture and express
something they feel passionate about whether it is a personal opinion or
a creative story. They endeavour to excite your senses through imagery or
pique your interest through sharing their unique perspective.

We hope you enjoy our literary bouquet!

Ms. Ronna Pun Lai Hung
Vice Principal & English Panel Head
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Junior Forms

Fitness Day

Wong Hing Ho F.1

Our Fitness Day was held on the 25™ of November. On that day, our school
organized many activities. | participated in the talk about healthy eating
and making healthy snacks. All these activities focused on promoting good
health.

First, | went to listen to a talk about healthy eating. Our school invited the
most famous nutritionist in the world to give a speech to us. He explained
the food pyramid and reminded us not to eat food with high sugar or fat
content. We also learnt that junk food such as potato chips, noodles and
candies are bad for our health. We should eat more nutritious food including
vegetables and grains such as potatoes, tomatoes, apples and rice.

Then | went to make healthy snacks. We made many such as dried mangoes
and grapes. Finally, we went to play basketball.

The Fitness Day was a success and | learnt a lot.

My Life At Secondary School

Au Ching Tung F.1

My name is Stephy Au. I'm twelve years old and I live in Ma On Shan. | am a
positive and kind person. My hobbies are listening to music, watching films
and going shopping.

My new school is The Hong Kong Chinese Women’s Club Fung Yiu King
Memorial Secondary School. At recess, | usually chat with my friends in
the tuckshop and during lunch time | will go to the library to read the
books. | also play badminton with my friends after lunch. | have two new
class teachers - they are Miss Lee and Miss Wong. Miss Lee teaches me
Geography and Miss Wong teaches me English.

One of my new friends is Daisy Chan. She is an outgoing and independent
person. She is tall and she has black hair. Daisy has a lot of hobbies such as
swimming and playing chess. Her favourite food is chocolate because it’s
very yummy. She likes to listen to K-pop too.

| like my secondary school. | hope | can make more friends and will get
better results for every subject in my new secondary school life.
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My Visit To The Hong Kong Space Museum

Ma Chung Yan F.2

Today | went to visit the Hong Kong Space Museum with my friends. We
went there because we had to finish a group report about space.

We went on a space shuttle which was very funny. Then we watched a show
about stars which was so amazing. In the show, we could see many planets
and stars, the sun, the moon and the universe. We tried moon walking like
the astronauts. It was exciting.

In the Hong Kong Space Museum, we also saw many models of the sun and
the planets and an exhibit about space travel. We met an astronaut who
talked to us and answered all our queries.

We learnt a lot by visiting the museum. | hope we can go there again in the
near future.

Fun Ways To Improve English

Lam Nok Hin F.3

Many students think that English is hard to learn. In fact, there are many
fun and easy ways to learn English. In this article, | will tell you how to
improve language skills on listening, reading, speaking and writing.

First, to improve listening, you may use your TV or computer at home.
You can watch English channels on TV or video clips on YouTube. Don’t be
afraid to listen to English. You may listen and read the subtitles at the same
time to help you understand more.

Second, to improve reading, you may read magazines, story books or even
comic books. The topics are not important as long as you keep on reading from
time to time. Reading more helps you develop a sense for English grammar
structure. Very soon you will find it easier to understand English text.

Third, to improve speaking, you have to speak more English in your daily
lives. For example, you may act as a tour guide and introduce places to
your friends. Or you may play some drama acts and sing karaoke in English.
Don't be afraid to speak.

Lastly, to improve writing, you may choose to write emails or blogs. Online
blogs are popular these days. Try to write some of them in English to share
your daily lives!

My Dream Job

Choi Ho Tak F.3

My dream job is to be a physicist. A physicist explores the world and studies
all things from the smallest particles to the big universe.

| want to be a physicist because | like to study about time, thermal physics
and mechanics. | want to know about their principles and how they work.
I want to know if | can find some bugs in Einstein’s theories. | want to
challenge the physics community. Above all, | want to have a job where
| can do different things every day and never have to worry about being
bored.

To be a physicist, one must be very good at Mathematics, Physics and
English. Therefore, | have to work hard towards my goal. | hope | can study
Physics at university and realize my dream in the future.

My Must-have App

Fung Hok Ming F.3

Do you have any mobile applications which are very useful? Have you ever
heard of Pocket Dictionary, Brain Game, Delicious Dining or Sale Finder? In
this review, | will talk about one of my must-have apps.

My must-have app is Delicious Dining. It has thousands of restaurant
reviews including those of Hong Kong chefs, international critique and
even international chefs. They give restaurant-goers some advice. Some
people change their minds after reading the reviews. They are very useful.
The app also has full menus of local restaurants. So, you can check which
local restaurant serves your favorite delicacies!

The app also has descriptions of daily deals so you can use the deals to
save more money. Also, this app has an amazing feature. It is called "SMS
reservation tool”. You can use it to reserve a seat at any restaurants in Hong
Kong via SMS. It is very convenient. It's good for busy Hong Kong people
who have no time to call to book a table. To top things off, did | mention
this app is free?

In conclusion, Delicious Dining is a must-have app because it has thousands
of restaurant reviews, full menus of local restaurants, descriptions of daily
deals and an SMS reservation tool. Please get it right now!
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A Diary Entry

Tang Wei Hei F.1
Saturday May 17

Today | spent the day with Emily. She came from the UK. She is 14 years old.
She’s tall and has short wavy hair.

I met Emily at Sai Wan Ho MTR station in the morning and we went to Tai
Lam by bus No.14. We hiked in Tai Lam Country Park. Emily and | saw the
Tai Lam water dam. We were shocked that it was so strong. On the way, we
took many photos of butterflies, birds and huge trees.

We left after three hours as we felt tired. We took the bus to a fast food
shop. We had sausages and egg noodles with ham. We finished all the food
in ten minutes as we were extremely hungry.

After lunch, we went to Mongkok to buy some comics. Emily bought one
comic book for me so | invited her to my house to have dinner, but she
refused as she wanted to try some local snacks in Hong Kong.

Today | felt so happy and excited.

A Postcard

Cheung Wai Hei F.1

How are you? | am having a great time in Vietnam. The weather here is
beautiful! We are enjoying ourselves under the sun. It is brilliant!

At the moment, | am writing this postcard at the hotel restaurant. | am
having breakfast right now. It is very delicious. | have taken many photos
because | have visited a lot of places. Yesterday | went to the Notre-Dame
Cathedral Basilica of Saigon. | was stunned by its beautiful architecture.

Today, | will go to the Christ the King statue. | have to climb eight hundred
and eighty-eight steps to reach it, so | hope | can challenge myself and take
some great photos from the top of the mountain.

Anyway, | hope | can have an extraordinary trip. See you soon. | will phone
you when | get back to Hong Kong.

Bye for now!

Hayley

An Email Reply

Tsui Kin Long F.2
Hi Jo

I'm so happy that you will come to Hong Kong on the 28" of October
and will stay for two days. Let me tell you about the schedule that | have
planned.

On the first day, I'll bring you to join Art Jamming at the Picasso Art Studio
since you are interested in painting and sculpture and this is your major
reason for visiting Hong Kong.

The next day we'll go for a stroll in Central which is the most important
business district in Hong Kong. Therefore, it is one of the must-go places for
you. There you'll discover the world of wonder where the hustle and bustle
of the modern city mingle with the colourful age-old traditions. As we walk
around, we will see many spectacular skyscrapers symbolizing Hong Kong'’s
international success.

In the evening, | will take you to the SoHo District which is the most
famous entertainment zone in Central. It has an attractive mix of creative
shops, bars and restaurants serving a huge range of international cuisines
including Italian, Spanish, Mexican, Chinese and East-West fusion.

Finally, we will go up to the Peak, the highest mountain on Hong Kong
Island. It is a major tourist attraction that offers views over Central,
Victoria Harbour and the outlying islands of Hong Kong. The scenery is
breathtaking!

Best wishes

Chris
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Snow White And Jack

Tsang Wai Cheung F.2

Everyone knows that Snow White is saved by Prince Charming, but is that
really what happened? | have another version of the story. Let me tell you
what really happened to our beloved Snow White.

All those years, the Queen wanted to kill Snow White. She tried by all
means to kill Snow White. However, Snow White was always lucky. Once,
eight giants appeared out of the forest to save Snow White. She wondered
why they saved her. Eventually, she found out the reason. The giants loved
eating human flesh. Snow White was very scared because she was trapped
inside the giants’ huge house. At that moment, a man called Jack came to
rescue her. He asked her to climb down from the giants’ house using an
enchanted beanstalk. Then he went to kill the giants.

Luckily enough, Jack was able to kill all the giants. Snow White and Jack
were so happy. But soon after, they found themselves poisoned. It was
the enchanted beanstalk. The queen had put some poison onto it, so
both of them were poisoned. They were going to die when something
strange happened. They shrank and turned into two beautiful butterflies.
Immediately they flew away happily.

So, there is no Prince Charming in this world. When there is danger next
time, don't wait for Prince Charming to come and save you!

The Wicked Cinderella
Wu Hoi Yee F.2

Have you heard about the story of Cinderella? | guess many people would
think that she is a kind-hearted girl, but | would like to tell you that she
isn’t! The fairy tale is just beautifying her. No one really knows what she has
done. Let me try to unveil her real face to all of you!

Long time ago, there was a girl called Cinderella. She lived with her father,
stepmother and two sisters. Her father died when she was very young, but
she was not sad about her father’s death. Lucky for her, the stepmother
loved Cinderella. She treated Cinderella better than her own daughters.
However, Cinderella did not really appreciate that. She treated her sisters
very badly and her ambition grew day by day. She wanted to become the
Queen and rule the whole kingdom.

One Christmas, the Prince sent out party invitations to every girl in town.
However, Cinderella was not on the list. The sisters were very happy that
Cinderella was not invited. They laughed at her and this made Cinderella
very angry. She stole the sisters’ invitation cards and went to the palace.
She wore the best gown to the party and she was like a sparkling star in the
palace. Everyone felt jealous of her beauty.

When the Prince saw her, he wanted to make her the Queen. He invited
Cinderella’s stepmother to the palace to ask for permission. However, the
sisters knew about Cinderella’s plan to kill the Prince and made herself the
Supreme Queen of the country. They told the Prince. At first the Prince
didn't believe it but eventually Cinderella showed her aggression. Finally,
the Prince kicked her out of the kingdom and married one of the stepsisters
instead.

That is the real Cinderella!

SUNLIAA ATO)Q
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A Farewell Gift

Yeung Lok Yin F.2C (Champion)

Good morning, Mr.
Chan. I've heard that
you're going to retire
next month.

Our class would like to offer you a
gift.

We've specially designed a thank-you
card with all our personal messages
for you.

R i

Thank you so much! § voure welcome.
It was incredibly We wish
sweet of you all to you a happy

do this for me. retirement.

Opinion - seeking

Koon Lok F.2C (1* runner-up)

Good morning, Mr.
Johnson. | found this
book in the school
library.

J

It contains illustrations of different
kinds of angles and mathematical
problems.

-
Do you think it would be useful for Kat, this is an Thanks, Mr.
our revision? extremely good Johnson. Iwill

reference book. study it in detail

when | return
home.
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A Birthday Gift

Kwok Man Ka F.2C (1* runner-up)

Happy Birthday, Mr.
Leung! | have a special
gift for you.

| remember you being a big fan of
Disney fairytales and movies.

—
Thank you so
much, Karen. |
really appreciate it.

You're welcome,
Mr. Leung. | hope
you enjoy the
book.

I've got you a book titled "Beauty
and the Beast”. It's truly a classic!

uonnadwoy) ansoeI([ o)) g

Heidi

Fan Ya Yin F.3C (Champion)

Title: Heidi

Author: Johanna Spyri
Main characters:

a. Heidi

b. Heidi's grandfather
¢. Clara

W,

The story

The story was about an orphan called Heidi. She was sent to her grandfather
who lived alone in the Alps. Their relationship became closer and closer until
Heidi’s aunt brought her to Frankfurt to be a playmate with Clara. However,
Heidi felt depressed because of homesickness. In the end, Heidi returned to
her grandfather and Clara also recovered from her illness.

Why do you like the book? What is your favourite part of the book? Why?

| really enjoy reading this book. | feel so relaxed reading Heidi's experience. |
feel like  was communing with nature while | was reading. My favourite part of
this book is when Clara visited Heidi’s house. | am glad of Clara’s recovery and |
think Heidi and her grandfather are helpful and kind.

What have you learnt from the book?

........................................

| have learnt a lot from this book. |
understand that we have to be brave :
enough when feeling ill. Just like Clara, :
we can become healthy again. | have also )
learnt something from the main character, |
Heidi. She gives up all the material /
comforts and chooses living in the i/
mountains. If | have to choose between
freedom and wealth, | would choose
freedom as that is what | treasure most. :

uonnaduro)) 110day[ yoog o
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Mr Bean’s Holiday

Lam Nok Hin F.3D (1* runner-up)

Title: Mr Bean'’s Holiday
Author: Rowan Atkinson
Main characters:

a. Mr. Bean

b. Sabine

c. Stephan

The story

Mr. Bean won the first prize in a raffle
- a holiday involving a train journey to :
Cannes, France. He unwittingly separated
a young boy, Stephan, from his father so
he had to help the two reunite. In the end, ;
he succeeded. Stephan met his Dad on a :
beach and the story ended happily. :

Why do you like the book? What is your
favourite part of the book? Why? :

| like the book because the story is :
interesting. It is a funny adventure of Mr. Bean. My favourite part of the book is
when Stephan finally found his father. It is touching because | think they would
never meet again. Everyone, including Mr. Bean, danced together at the beach
for the final scene. It is a really happy scenario.

What have you learnt from the book?

From the book, | have learnt to stay positive like Mr. Bean. In his journey, he
met many challenges and difficulties. For example, he missed the train and
lost the ticket but he could still positively face the problems and continued his
journey. This tells me not to give up easily even when facing difficulties.

Peter Pan
Lau Yin F.3C (2" runner-up)

Title: Peter Pan
Author: J.M Barrie
Main characters:
a. Peter Pan

b. Wendy Darling

c. Tinker Bell

W,

The story

Peter Pan lost his shadow and Wendy helped him to sew on his shadow. Then,
Peter Pan flew with Wendy, John and Michael to Neverland to meet the Lost
Boys. One day, Wendy, John and Michael decided to return home but the
pirates caught them. Then, Peter arrived and fought with the pirates. In the
end, the Lost Boys, Wendy and her brothers went to London, but Peter Pan
stayed at Neverland.

Why do you like the book? What is your favourite part of the book? Why?

| like this book because it is a wonderful story and my favourite part of this
book is the part when Peter Pan fought with the pirate, Captain Hook. | think
Peter Pan is very brave and this part shows that good always prevails over evil.
Captain Hook fell into the mouth of the crocodile. Therefore, | admire Peter’s
spirit — brave and fearless.

What have you learnt from the book?

From the book, | have learnt many things.
| know that when we meet something :
terrible, we should be brave and try to
overcome it. Moreover, we should be
positive and optimistic. Like Peter Pan, we :
should be a happy person every day and :
have no worries. Finally, | have learnt that
we should treasure and protect our friends
and help them when they are in need.

uonnaduro)) 310day[ yoog o
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World Cup Final

Li Cheuk Wai F.4

The atmosphere was electric for the Football World Cup final at the Hong
Kong Stadium. People from around the world travelled to Hong Kong to
watch the final between Germany and Brazil. Brazil appeared to be a much
stronger team even it had been defeated by Germany during the 2014
World Cup.

As time progressed, the atmosphere in the stadium became crazier as fans
displayed offensive signs targeted at the opponent country. Most of the
signs were using foul words or even racist words that destroyed the morale
of the opposing team.

After an hour of yelling and chanting slogans, hell finally broke loose as
fans began to throw objects and fighting occurred between fans and
football players of both countries. Because of the chaos, the final was
suspended. The angry Brazilian fans then started to destroy every Audi,
BMW and Benz seen on the street, while the German fans were destroying
every Brazilian thing they could see. An unfortunate tourist from Macau
was beaten up by the Germans as he spoke Portuguese, which is quite
similar to the Brazilian language.

| actually puked on the street when | saw a few Brazilian fans trying to
assault a German woman, which is a crime far worse than murder. They
were later beaten by the riot police with batons and shields and the poor
German fan was taken to hospital afterwards.

| ran down to a nearby MTR station to avoid the chaos aboveground. A
train then pulled into the station. It was so crowded that | saw the twisted
faces of terrified locals trying to keep themselves away from the mob. |
then squeezed into the train as police armed with weapons arrived on the
platform to end the riot.

The riot was suppressed by the police eventually. Ten people were dead
and a thousand were injured. Another thousand were arrested. | learnt
from the riot that people shouldn’t mess with football fans as you will face
bad consequences. To be frank, sporting events are supposed to be healthy
and entertaining. If they become riotous, there is no point of holding such
events anymore.

Cyber Crime

Lam Tsz Ho F.5

Nowadays, the Internet dominates our everyday life. Thanks to wireless
technology, we can now connect to the Internet easily wherever we go.
Furthermore, we can even make purchases and settle payments online.
However, this increased freedom and convenience have given rise to cyber
security concerns. Since our personal computers or web browsers record all
kinds of sensitive and confidential information such as credit card numbers
and log-in information, criminals have started to scam people on the
Internet. Common online crimes such as phishing, hacking and scamming
are growing more rapidly than ever.

According to a research study conducted by the UK’s Get Safe Online
Campaign, cyber crime is growing faster than any other types of crimes
these days. For instance, identity theft is increasing at a rate of 40% per
year. In 2009, a staggering 22% of Internet users experienced phishing
attacks, compared to only 8% in 2007.

As ample evidence shows, more and more people are falling prey to cyber
crime and we must educate ourselves on Internet security issues. Therefore,
today we are here to share with our fellow students some precautionary
measures so as to use the Internet safely and to protect ourselves against
cyber crime.

To begin with, let’s discuss ways to avoid identity theft. Identity thieves
usually obtain the victim’s personal details by hacking their computer
through installing malware which can transfer data. Whenever the victim
logs into some sites or types his or her password, identity thieves will be
able to access the victim’s credentials and they could do unscrupulous
things with this illegally obtained information, such as committing fraud.
To protect against identity theft, make sure you have proper and up-to-
date security software installed on your computer and program hard disk
checks more often to keep your computer safe from the identity thieves as
well as malware and viruses.

Another common Internet crime is phishing. Phishers commonly create
forged emails and web pages of popular sites such as Facebook, Google
or YouTube. Whenever you log into those phishing websites, they will
retrieve your account information and use it for crimes. The word “phishing”
comes from the word “fishing”, where you use bait to lure the fish. None
of us wants to be the fish, right? To avoid that, be alert to any erroneous

SOy
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details of the website when you log in. For example, are there any spelling
mistakes? Is the address of the website correct? Leave the website
immediately if you find it suspicious.

| have taken all of the safety measures, so am | safe now?” you may ask. If
you want to avoid all types of Internet crimes, there are a few key points
you should always bear in mind.

Beware of what you reveal; you should stay as anonymous as possible. Be
cautious of people whom you only meet online. Regularly conduct Internet
searches to see if your personal details can be accessed online by strangers.
By doing that, you should be safe from most of the Internet crimes.

Real Life Thritler

Yick Long Hin F.5

At this point in your life, | believe that you must have seen at least a few
thrillers, like “Aliens” or “Scream”. This is when a question pops up: Are all
these thrillers fictional? | highly doubt they are. For example, the Internet
is basically a mash up thriller which involves lots of serial killers and, as
always, innocent victims who walk blindly into danger seemingly unaware.

Believe it or not, the Internet is a hundred times more dangerous than a
dark alley at midnight. A recent finding in the UK showed that cyber crime
is growing faster than any other types of crimes. For instance, identity
theft is increasing at a rate of about 40% per year. Moreover, in 2009, 22%
of Internet users experienced phishing attacks, compared to only 8% in
2007. With cyber crime growing at such an alarming rate, it goes without
saying how vital it is to acknowledge the dangers of the Internet. There are
thousands of Internet predators who are capable of stealing your personal
details like your ID card number and codes to gain access to your bank
account. If not, they might possibly use other information to blackmail you,
threatening you to give them a fortune to keep your details from being
exposed. So try to convince me if the Internet is not more dangerous than
a dark alley at midnight...you can't, right?

In another less extreme scenario, when things haven’t gone that far,
you still have a chance of being cyber-bullied by your friends. If you're
not cautious of protecting your personal information, your friends or
classmates might use it for malicious purposes, such as playing pranks on
you. This won't end any better than being haunted by Internet predators.

The most effective way to safeguard against cyber crime is to stop posting
so many details about your life on the Net. The only reason why Internet
predators can hunt you down is that you are not being careful with
your personal information online, so stop behaving recklessly online! In
addition, purchasing anti-virus software is also a marvelous idea, as it can
provide you with professional scanning which can protect your personal
details well.

Remember, intelligence is the most effective weapon to keep you safe from
all kinds of dangers that you could possibly encounter on the Internet.
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Dreadful Depression - How To Fight It?

Yip Yun Kiu F.6

Depression is like a devil. It is so obvious that we should keep our distance
from it. But do we even know the necessary steps to avoid getting
depressed? It's no wonder so many of us suffer from depression these days.

The first step to relieve ourselves from the curse of depression is to go toe-
to-toe with our responsibilities. It goes without saying that in today’s world,
being responsible is one of the main reasons that people are depressed.
We are all weighed down by great responsibilities, to ourselves, our parents
and even our society. We have to excel in our school work, be better at
certain subjects or simply put, to be well-rounded - in order to earn money
to buy a house, own a car, raise a family - all in the shortest time possible.
So, how can we not be stressed out? Liberating ourselves in order to have
a carefree life, even for one day, would definitely reduce a lot of stress that
we face. However, we might soon realize a universal truth - we need to be
outwardly obedient while still remaining intelligently and unashamedly
rebellious. If not, we might not be able to enjoy some real fun.

The next step in dodging depression is to enjoy ourselves and have fun!
One of the key ingredients of a happy life is pleasure. We should do things
we love, like drawing, writing, doing sports or shopping. Don't fret about
the future! Enjoy the present and have a blast! Success will only go to those
who, to a large extent, know how to have fun! Fill your life with pleasure
and passion, not with anxiety and worries.

The final way to conquer the slow creep of depression is to face up to your
deepest fears and to challenge your negative thoughts. We should not be
afraid to fail, to be on our own, or to show others our own weaknesses and
vulnerabilities. We should turn our fear into something that nurtures us
towards personal growth. Remind yourself not to be fearful - but fearless.
The rewards will soon follow.

Finally, in the worst case scenario - if someone really can’t deal with their
depressed feelings, they should consult a professional. Sometimes human
beings are just too weak to stand up against this horrible mental torture.

After all, life is life. It can be violent and random, but it's also beautifully
irreplaceable!

Youth Wellbeing Should Be A Priority

Wong Ming Yi F.6

Hong Kong is not only a global financial centre, but also a caring community.
Differing age groups reside peacefully together yet each has their own
problems. Significantly, our youngsters’ happiness is very much on the decline.
This shows that they may be facing more pressure and feeling unhappy
because of frustrations. This phenomenon conveys an urgent message — we
need to show more connectivity, communication and care in regard to our
young people. To a large extent, we need to make changes in order to help our
younger generation improve their happiness.

You may ask why numerous teenagers are not really happy living in Hong
Kong. It is obvious the general atmosphere in school is choking them. They just
cannot breathe under the current education system as it is the bane of their
existence. Most of the time, our youngsters cannot show off their creativity,
potential and imagination. Our society often emphasizes that young people
must go to university in order to succeed, even though everyone knows all too
well that success is not only limited to this narrow spectrum. Parents, schools
and the wider community want youngsters to live up to their unrealistic
expectations. However, they don’t care how young people feel. Therefore,
happiness levels amongst adolescents in Hong Kong are on the decline. They
can't be jubilant because of the toll from immense frustrations.

Some may wonder if there is a curse preventing our youngsters from
being happy. No one knows. But it seems there is! We know very well that
youngsters are one of the paramount elements of any community as they
represent the future. If we don’t pay more attention to them, it will lead to
serious consequences today and long-term. For instance, young people may
commit suicide, feel stressed or suffer from anxiety and depression. Sadly,
the government does not seem to have attached enough importance in
keeping our young generation happy and healthy. We need to strengthen the
institutions that speak on behalf of Hong Kong youth.

Every stakeholder has their responsibility for the present situation. The Hong
Kong government should give youngsters enough opportunities to show their
creative talents. Whether through dancing, music, art, war games, stage plays,
Kung Fu, sports or online games, young people should be able and encouraged
to express themselves. Furthermore, the government should do what it can do
to relieve the financial burden currently faced by many motivated students.

Apart from that, parents and the community should provide more connectivity,
communication and support for our young generation. Don't instill the value
that university study is everything. University education is just one of the many
possible paths to future success.

Every person deserves to live happily, not just princes and princesses in
fairytales. Let’s help our younger generation be proud and glad to be living
here in Hong Kong.

SOy

25




Senior Forms

26

Letter Of Advice

Lo Shuk Heung F.4
Hi Mary

Thank you for your letter. I'm very sorry to hear your problems. | truly
understand that you must feel distressed. | hope | can give you some
advice.

In your letter, you said your best friend’s boyfriend is in love with you.
Meanwhile, you think you are in love with him too. Why don’t you ask him
for a direct answer? If | were you, | would figure it out first. Maybe you are
right that the boy really loves you. Even though it is true, | think you should
choose your best friend as you two have been best friends since you were
five years old. You shouldn't betray your best friend. | am sure the boy is not
a good guy. He already has a girlfriend, but still flirts with you. It shows that
he is not a devoted person. If you go out with him, one day he will also flirt
with other girls and he will break your heart. You will lose both your best
friend and your boyfriend.

Another problem is that you are facing your public exam. You said your
mum has given you a lot of pressure. Why don’t you talk to your mum? It’s
important that you start a conversation with her. If you don't tell her, she
won't know your feelings and thoughts. Also, you should strike a balance
between leisure and study. If | were you, I'd draw up a timetable to manage
my time well. If you really feel stressed, you can do some sports or listen to
music. There are a lot of things that can help you to relax.

Don’t worry. Things will work out fine. Please write to me again if you have
any problems. I'm always here to stand by you. There's always a solution to
every problem.

Best wishes

Cindy

Letter Of Complaint To A Hotet

Leung Kam Wing F.5
Dear Sir/Madam

| am writing to express my dissatisfaction with the dinner buffet served at
your hotel restaurant two days ago.

First, the presentation of the dishes was terrible. The food and drinks
had been spilt on the table. Food debris was everywhere, but no waiters
bothered to clean up the place. Also, the restaurant had a greasy smell. It
did not look very hygienic.

Second, the quality of the food was appalling. The dishes were messily laid
out and their smell was repulsive. The gravy was orange in colour, which
suggested heavy coloring. It spoiled my appetite so much that | did not
want to try any of the food. In fact, if | had dared to have eaten anything, |
probably would have become horribly ill.

| was not the only guest who felt shocked by the abysmal quality of your
food. People a few tables near me were also complaining. Two actually
decided to leave.

Finally, the service you provided was very disappointing. The waiters were
rude and unhelpful. They had their arms crossed and glared at us the whole
time. Some were even playing with their smart phones. When | raised my
hand to summon help, they simply ignored me and continued with their
own business. | believe that they could benefit from further training to
learn the right attitude for this job.

| would appreciate an explanation and a refund from your establishment. |
look forward to your reply.

Yours faithfully
Chris Wong

SUNLIAA 19139
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A Graduation Speech

Huang Zijian F.6
Good morning everyone.

The moment we've all been waiting for has arrived. Today is our graduation
day. Soon we will face the real world. No more school life, no more
classrooms, no more teachers and no more classmates! We don’t know what
the future holds, but we know our time at secondary school has come to an
end. A new type of life begins. No matter whether you choose to carry on
with your studies or go to work, life ahead will be completely different. For
sure, we all wish that time could stop here; at this moment in our lives, but
this is impossible. So we should look forward!

As a child, | had an impossible dream; to chase the sun. A few years back,
my chance came. | was on a plane with my family to Japan. The plane was
moving at “supersonic” speed. | saw the sun ahead of us and | was hopeful
that we could chase after the fireball. However, by the end of the day, we
had lost track of it. From that time onwards, | realized that time passes by
without hesitation. Nothing will wait for us.

Starting from today, we are on our own. We have finished our secondary
school life but that is only a small part of our life story. There is no time
to waste. We must start planning our future. What we do or plan to do
will help shape our life but the only way to make our future better is by
grabbing every second we can to do something that matters. Don't waste
your time lying in bed thinking about nothing. Take the initiative and start
planning for your future. What your plan actually is does not matter. You
just need one to lead you through different stages of life.

| wish that time could stop, but it can’t. During my whole secondary school
life, | wasted a lot of time day-dreaming in class. Now, even though | want
another chance, | can’t turn back time. | realize that time is really like a
diamond. We should not waste it for nothing. In the future, if you waste
your time, you may miss the chance for a better life, or you may even lose
an important person in your life.

Time is like a hamster on a wheel. It will never stop. As secondary school
graduates, we should never let time slip away. | hope we can spend our
time wisely for our own life's sake. Thank you!

[Ipkeklely

Hong Kong Bottom Of Happiness Survey

What do you think of the quality of life in Hong Kong? How can
you define ‘*happiness”? Do you feel happy living in Hong Kong?

Lam Tsz Kit F.4

| think the quality of life in Hong Kong is good. It is because the
government gives us more benefits than in China. For example, we
can enjoy low-priced but excellent medical services. The area that | am
strongly dissatisfied with is housing. It is because if we want to live in the
public housing estates, we have to wait for many years. Happiness to me
means having less pressure. | do not feel happy living in Hong Kong since
there are a lot of study stresses and the competition is very intense.

Lo Yung Ching F.5

The quality of life in Hong Kong is getting poor. Housing and
environmental protection are the two areas that | am strongly dissatisfied
with because the high price of housing does not match with the income
of Hong Kong citizens and most of the developers are destroying our
natural areas. Having satisfaction with one’s life and enjoying health
determines people’s happiness. Many people in Hong Kong are under a
lot of pressure at work or study. | am not happy living in Hong Kong. If
| had a chance to migrate to another country, | would choose to live in
Norway or Denmark where life is not so stressful.

Yick Long Hin F.5

| think the quality of life in Hong Kong is becoming much worse than it
used to be. The housing problems and public health services are what
I am strongly dissatisfied with. Our government only cares about the
wealthy people but not the poor and those worthless politicians are not
doing what they should be doing in order to make the best use of the
public money. | feel happy if | can create a good balance between work
and leisure so that | can chill out with my loved ones and also | need not
worry about money. All these prove that | do not feel happy living in
Hong Kong.
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Should Exams Become History?

Will exams destroy learning interest among young people? How
should schools assess a student’s performance?

Ko Hon Hin F.4

| think exams destroy learning interest among young people. Having
exams will make students feel lots of pressure and some students may
think that it will destroy their learning interest. If they fail in the exams
many times, they will not want to study anymore. Hence, | think schools
should abolish exams. They can adopt an assessment-based learning
framework, or have a group-based project on a specific subject. These
assessment methods can relieve students’ stress and they will have more
fun when studying. It can also elevate their learning interest.

Hui Wing Sum F.5

Examinations put high pressure on students. Undoubtedly, competition
can make us perform better. However, the intense competition makes us
unenthusiastic about learning. Parents only pay attention to the academic
achievement of their children. Also, they are influenced by the concept of
winning at the starting line, so they will compel their children to join lots
of tutorial classes and activities. Therefore, exams absolutely will destroy
the learning interest among young people. | think this is the failure of
the education system in Hong Kong. We can use other ways to assess
students’ performance to enable them to learn effectively. For example,
project work which enables students to be assessed in a relaxed way.

Tung SuetYing F.5

I think exams will not destroy learning interest among young people
because exams are the best way to test students’ achievement. Students
who like to learn will want to know their abilities. Examinations are a
good competitive method to enhance the determination of students to
learn. | think schools can also assess a student’s performance by giving
homework, tests and quizzes. All these can reflect students’ knowledge
and also the strengths and weaknesses of students. If teachers can make
adjustments accordingly, students can learn more effectively.

suorurd()

Climb Your Way Back Up

Chung Kwan Wa F.4A (Champion)

This photo was taken with my friend who participated in a race on Sports
Day. We became friends after this event. | didn’t join any events but |
volunteered to help out with taking care of injured students on that day.

Something amazing happened during the 100 meters race. One of the
participants was rather plump. | expected him to lose but he actually ran
pretty fast which surprised me so much that | started rooting for him. Sadly
when he was in the lead he tripped and injured himself. | considered going
onto the track to help him out but suddenly he stood up and continued the
race. Having fallen down on the ground for six to seven seconds, he lagged
behind. However, he didn’t give up despite the fact that another student
was already a few steps away from the finishing line.

He ran as fast as he could, changing the fact that he was in the last place.
Somehow he still won a placing. His willpower allowed him to climb his
way back up to achieve the seemingly impossible; to win the race.

After that, | rushed to him, nursed him and chatted with him which was
the start of our friendship. Because of that astounding result, it made me
realize, if | had the willpower, | could overcome everything just like him.
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Christmas Gathering

Liu Ka Leong F.4A (1% runner-up)

December is considered by majority
of the people around the world to be
the happiest month of the year. The
reason is that our favourite festival,
Christmas, falls within this month.

One Christmas, my family were
having a very delightful day, but my
little sister did not seem to be happy.
She was the type of person who often
felt depressed, so my whole family never expected she would do anything
to celebrate Christmas.

It ought to be a very happy day for my family since it was my mum'’s
birthday too! But my sister had done something that shocked the whole
family! That morning, my dad and | went to my grandparents’ house to pick
them up for our family Christmas party. When we returned home, my mum
had already finished cooking and we started our lunch together but my
sister was not there, so | asked my mum, "Mum, where is Lucy?”

“She is still sleeping like a pig,” replied Mum. Meanwhile, we noticed my
sister walking downstairs and she stared fiercely at Mum. There was a
complete silence for two minutes as Lucy walked back to her bedroom.

We started our birthday party without Lucy, thinking that she needed to
have a break. Mum asked me to take a piece of cake to my sister. When |
went into her room, nobody was there and the windows had been opened.
Immediately, | rushed downstairs, shouting "Oh God! Lucy has gone!”

Dad started to drive around the town looking for Lucy. A couple of hours
later | found my sister in a shopping center. | ran to her and grabbed her
hand and tried to bring her back to Dad’s car. But Lucy said, | don’t want to
be unhappy. | want to be free.” | was touched and said, "My little sister, no
one wants to make you sad. Maybe we've used the wrong way to cheer you
up.” | held her hand tightly and we walked slowly back home together.

Pokemon Go Craze

Li Cheuk Wai F.4A (2™ runner-up)

Launched in July 2016, Pokemon Go has become the world’s biggest
gaming hit, as it incorporates many new technologies such as Virtual
Reality (VR) and GPS based gameplay. Many gamers and people who
usually stay at home after work are now going out to play this game. It is
fun but it is also a headache for governments around the world.

For example, when a rare Pokemon known as "Mewtwo" appeared on 1-880
Interstate Highway in the US, players actually flocked to the Highway to
capture it, ignoring ongoing traffic. It shows the madness caused by the
game. Many similar crazy incidents followed.

In Bosnia, a war broke out about 20 years ago leaving behind many mines
which were buried deep down under the ground. Since those mines still
haven't been cleared, players were warned by their government of the
deadly consequences of having their eyes glued to their phones searching
for Pokemon. In Sokcho, a Korean town well-known for its beautiful sea
view, the entire South Korean Pokemon Go playing community descended
on the small town to hunt for Pokemon. The locals found it not so pleasant.

The world has changed into a crazy one because of people’s addiction to
this viral mobile game "Pokemon Go"” and the chaos it has created.
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The Nightmarish Year Of 2016

Yick Long Hin F.5A (Champion)

We welcomed the end of 2016, as it marked the end of what was a
nightmarish year. A lot of awful things happened. It was just like the picture
declares: "A LOST HOPE". Too many legends passed away without the
chance for a decent farewell from their loyal fans. The pop industry suffered
great losses along with fans of Star Wars.

On the morning of the 28" of December, a few days after the death of
George Michael, | was checking the news as usual, when an unfortunate,
unexpected, upsetting news item popped up. Carrie Fisher had passed
away. Fisher was an actress famous for her portrayal of Princess Leia in the
classic Star Wars films and set to star in the new trilogy of films. You can't
imagine how hard that news hit me, as just ten hours earlier, I'd watched
Rogue One: Star Wars Story and had seen her cameo as the young Princess
Leia. But the employee-of-the-year, the Grim Reaper, did not just stop
there, just one month later, her mother Debbie Reynolds, who was also a
famous actress, passed away too. R.I.P. Fisher Carrie and Debbie Reynolds -
may the force be with you.

The madness didn’t just end
with these two fallen legends;
along with Brexit, the rise of
ISIS terrorism, and refugees all
around Europe, let’s just say 2016
was a bad, bad year. But hey,
what doesn’t kill you makes you
stronger, right? Each challenge
you have to overcome is just like
each quench of a well-forged
blade; challenges are meant to
be overcome, to make those who
dare to face them stronger. What's
my New Year’s resolution? It's to
embrace and overcome challenges.
Moreover, | hope to finally realize
my goals. | hope that 2017 won't
fail us and we will unite to make
the world a better place.

Memorable Concert - Highlight Of The Year

Shek Ching Hung F.5A (1* runner-up)

A date that will be etched in my mind forever is the 23" of December,
2016 - the date of my band’s concert. We had been training hard for the
five months leading up to the concert. Over this period, we tried to master
the songs that we would sing by spending between seven to nine hours
every Saturday practising. We had put everything into preparing for this
show, and we hoped that our performance would be awesome and perfect.
Sometimes we would have some arguments with one another. But we
solved our problems one by one and eventually our disagreements led to
a more successful show. Furthermore, the process of conflict resolution
made us more mature. This show was not just for the audience; it was also
meaningful for us as it was an important part of our lives.

On the morning of the concert, we awoke excitedly and began our
preparations for that evening. We delivered our instruments to the concert
venue in Fo Tan. After we had set up the stage and performed our final
rehearsal, we went backstage to get ready. We were so nervous and a little
bit scared that our fans wouldn’t show up.

Later, when we were on stage, | looked down at the audience and | knew
this night was the best night of the year. Everyone was holding their green
flashlights and cheering for us. Then we started to sing. For us, this was not
just a show; this was the most perfect gift of the year.

The concert ran successfully and the reaction of the audience was great.
Their enthusiasm and support continually motivated us to keep making
music. They made the concert a great success. We love you all and thank
youll!
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Sun Came Out For Family Reunion
Cheung Chun Ming F.5B (2™ runner-up)

This photo is of my family. It's very precious to me as it's our first family
photo since | turned 15 years old. This is due to the fact that my parents
work in the mainland and my sister studies there as well. I'm the only one
who lives in Hong Kong.

We took this photo together during a worship party at the Kowloon Walled
City Park.

Let me introduce my
family members - |
guess | don’t really
need to because you
can easily tell - but it
shows my mum, my
dad and my younger
sister. On that day,
the weather report
foresaw that it would
be rainy. But luckily,
the sun came out and
brought a warm day
for my family.

That was amazing and
so was the place.
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The Race Between Man And Machine And Its
Impacts On The Relationship Between Man
And The Earth

Chung Kwan Wa F.4A

| believe that everyone knows about
the machines that we have today,
but there are also quite a lot of
problems about them, so | am here
to talk about the race between man
and machines and its impacts on the
relationship between man and the
Earth.

First of all, | will talk about the benefits of using machines. Machines are
much more capable of doing dangerous tasks. For instance, if a task is
proven difficult or dangerous to humans, we can simply have it done by
machines. Moreover, machines are reliable. Machines do not have feelings
like humans. Humans will feel stressed and mess up with their given tasks,
but machines will not. Moreover, machines are efficient. They can finish
tasks very quickly. Therefore, machines can increase productivity.

Another advantage of machines is that they can help us gather information
and reduce our stress. Most people have smartphones. A smartphone can
provide information around the globe to the users as well as some forms
of entertainment. So technology can also help us gather information and
reduce our stress.

Despite the numerous advantages that machines bring us, there are also
some drawbacks of using machines. One of the most obvious problems is
that machines will raise the unemployment rate in countries that replace
workers with machines. Another problem is that if machines malfunction, it
will slow down the production process for factories that heavily depend on
machines.

The final problem that | would like to talk about is war. Machines have
helped with our defense, such as guns, tanks and nuclear bombs. Surely,
these inventions can protect us from terrorists or attacks from other
countries, but had we not invented them in the first place, how would we
have been attacked and killed? Therefore, machines are the cause of wars
and deaths of innocent people.
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There are many pros and cons of using machines, but what is the impact of
machines on the relationship between man and the Earth? Let’s consider
the smartphones. Smartphones weaken the bond between humans and
the Earth by allowing us to obtain information, contact people and relax
at home. Consequently, we can stay at home all day without having to
go outside. However, the biggest problem is not about smartphones,
it is about the air-conditioners. In summer, we usually turn on the air-
conditioners at home. Of course, there are people who go to the beach
or do exercise. The problem is that not many people go out anymore
nowadays, the same problem brought about by smartphones. However,
air-conditioners are much worse - not only do they make you feel so
comfortable that you want to stay at home all day long, but the refrigerant
also contains chemicals that damage the ozone layer and worsen global
warming. As a result, icebergs in the Arctic will melt faster; animals in the
Arctic go extinct; natural disasters and extreme weather will happen much
more often; millions to billions of people will die or suffer from hunger and
diseases. Most importantly, the Earth will be damaged to the point where
being outdoors may become virtually impossible.

In the end, | believe that machines are meant to help mankind, but instead
they do the opposite. However, it is just my personal opinion. Maybe
mankind will invent some machines that can save us one day. Until then,
my opinion on machines will not change.

The Race Between Man And Machine And Its
Impacts On The Relationship Between Man
And The Earth

Lau Yat Hin F.5B

Nowadays, machines have
improved a lot. People now
compare machines to humans.
The race between them has
begun. Humans and machines
are competent in different
areas and they both have their
strengths and weaknesses.

Machines are more productive
than humans. Humans will feel
tired and stressed while machines will not. Look at the machines that make
thousands of products every day. Just give them a formula and they will do
the rest. They work faster and increase the productivity.

However, machines also have their shortcomings, such as the lack of
creativity. Machines can produce the same thing again and again, but it can
never create a unique product.

Meanwhile, although man is slower, he does not need a code or formula to
live. He can create and keep traditions. He knows what to keep and what
to abandon. This is also a unique trait of man. Man lives from generation to
generation, forming relationships and preserving traditions.

Entrepreneurs like Martin Ford observed that machines are replacing
humans in different jobs. It is true that machines have made so much
progress that it is threatening the superiority of humans. The match
between AlphaGo, a computer, and Lee Sedol, the Korean master in Go,
ended with the triumph of the computer. The machine won, but it is never
an end of the chess game. People want to play chess because it is fun, but
winning is only part of the fun.

That leads to another important point. Human beings make mistakes
because they have emotions. Machines do not have emotions. Lee Sedol
felt stressed but AlphaGo did not.
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Take space exploration as another example. It was the passion, ambition
and curiosity of humans that made it possible. Humans look at the stars
and wonder what is in space. Then, they build space shuttles and space
stations to explore space.

A job is a job to a machine. Felling trees is a job. Playing chess is another
job. Pumping dusts and pollutants to the air is a job too. It is something we
should be careful about. If we are afraid that machines are becoming more
and more like man, or even better than man, we should ask ourselves if we
are becoming too much like a machine by treating everything as a job.

We should also remember that although machines are faster and will
not get tired, we must not let them dominate our lives. Think about the
following: what do we do when we have problems? Seek help from our
family, friends, or a search engine? Where do we go when we feel bored? To
the playground for a football match or to a social networking website?

The relationship between man and machines is complex, but it is also
exciting and thought-provoking. The race will continue as humans continue
to dream and create.
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Assassin's Creed - Black Hag

Huang ZiJian F.6A
The story

Edward was an Irish. He wanted to make his
wife happy and not to worry about their life.
So he took the offer to become a privateer.
This was where his journey began.

For a few years, Edward sailed across the sea.
He became an experienced seaman. One
day he and his crew were attacked by the
navy. All the ships sank. When Edward woke
up, he found himself on a beach with a man
wearing a hood. It was the man that attacked
them but somehow they ended up on the
same island. The man was a traitor. He was an
assassin that chose to betray the Brotherhood
of the Assassins and disclose the information
about The Observatory (The treasure) to the
assassins' greatest enemy - The Order of Templar. Observation was a place
that could monitor everyone's act and to achieve that, they only needed a
drop of blood from the person they wanted to monitor. Edward killed that
man and he found a letter from a Templar. When Edward noticed he would
be rewarded handsomely, he decided to claim the reward even though it
did not belong to him. He took the suit from the traitor, put on his hood
and made his way to claim his “prize”.

MULTIPLATINUM VIDEOD GAME FROM UBISOFT

The Templars realized that he was a fake, so they threw him into a prison.
There, he met Adewale. Together they got away and hijacked a ship called
Jackdaw. Edward’s only goal was to find the Observatory. He wanted to find
the Observatory before the Templars.

Mary was a female assassin. She tried to recruit Edward but Edward refused.
A few years later, Mary was killed by the Templars. This was the first time
Edward felt the pain of losing a friend. So he joined the Brotherhood and
swore that one day he would kill all the people responsible for Mary's
death. He succeeded. Then he handed over the Observatory to the
Brotherhood and returned home as a father.
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The real definition of the creed - "Nothing is True, Everything is Permitted”

At first Edward thought the creed was an answer to his own desires, but after he
lost his friend, he realized that his definition of the creed was too selfish. From that
moment onwards, he started to think about his friends and not just of himself. He
started to sacrifice himself for the people he cared for. This made him a real hero.

When Edward stood up for his friends, | learnt that friendship involves two parties
but sometimes we ask for more than we have given out. So after Edward had lost
his friend, he started to “give”. This teaches me an important lesson — we should try
to care more about our friends before it is too late.

Other than friendship, this book also teaches us to cherish our family. Edward
became a privateer just because he wanted to make his family wealthy enough.
He was right, but he misinterpreted what a happy life was. Edward left his wife and
his unborn daughter. When he finally got what he wanted, his wife had gone. It
was such a shame. So from Edward's story, we can feel how bad he felt when he
realized what he had lost. So | really think that we should spend more quality time
with our family. It can be as simple as sitting down for a few minutes chatting over
something unimportant.

To analyze the creed further - "Nothing is True, Everything is Permitted,” somehow,
when | first read this creed, the same idea as Edward's came to my mind. Literally
we can do whatever we want and it is just the basic instinct of all living beings.
However, that is not what the creed actually meant. Let's talk about Edward as
an example. After he became a privateer, we can see the real him - a person who
was selfish, arrogant and aggressive. No doubt this was his beastly instinct. Then
he got captured and while imprisoned, he looked back at his previous life and
realized nothing would last forever. The loss of his friend was mainly due to his
obsession with the Observatory. Other than that, he was so obsessed with the
materialistic comforts that he missed the chance to say how much he loved
his wife. Edward learnt his lesson by trying to achieve something little but
losing something big in the end. What Edward had gone through reminded
us not to focus on something unachievable, but to hold on to what we
already have.

The creed told us to seek the truth. If you ask fans of the book about the
real meaning of the creed, they will tell you to seek the truth for yourself.
As from what | believe, the creed tells us that we won’t lose anything
for “everything is permitted”. We have to start giving, not just taking from
others. That is what the creed teaches me.

Gang Leader For A Day

Tsui Wai Yin F.6A

The story
Robert Taylor Homes

Gang Leader for a Day was written by
Sudhir Venkatesh who claims to be a
rogue sociologist. He did some research
about the poorest community in Chicago
- the Robert Taylor Homes public housing.
He met a small-time gang leader of the
“Black Kings” gang, named JT.

A rogue sociologist jumps in without
thinking ahead

The story began with a flashback of Sudhir
Venkatesh waking up in the Robert Taylor
Homes. Venkatesh was surrounded by
some gangsters when he went into the
Lake Park housing area to do research. He was saved by JT who encouraged
him to continue with his project.

SUDHIR VENKATESH

Foreword by $tephen J. Dubner, coauthor of FAEAKONOMICS

The gang leader had studied at university. Wait, are you serious?

JT told Venkatesh that he studied sociology when he was in university.
Venkatesh was shocked. However, life as a university student was boring,
so he went back to the street. This proved that JT was smart. He was very
talented at selling drugs and managing human resources. His skills even
got him promoted to a leadership position within the gang.

Sudhir Venkatesh’s life in Robert Taylor Homes

Robert Taylor Homes was an autonomous society under JT's management.
The environment was too bad for any outsiders. For example, the residents
of Robert Taylor Homes would beat or even kill the police that went in; the
“Black Kings” there might hurt the ambulance men. If you dialed 999, the
emergency hotline, the line would get cut off when the operator realized
that the victim was calling from the Robert Taylor Homes.

Gang leader for a day

Venkatesh got the chance to be a gang leader for a day. He experienced
so many difficulties that he hadn’t even considered before. He had this
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opportunity because JT gave all the decision-making and drug-dealing
trade to him. He made some hard decisions that day. He found out how
hard JT's job was and became more understanding towards the people of
Robert Taylor Homes.

A decision

Venkatesh had to make a tough decision between opposing positions to
“keep doing the research” or "stop the research before breaking the law”.
The professors in the university knew about his research and his method
of getting it done. They suggested Venkatesh asking for legal advice. His
lawyer told him that he should tell the police if he knew someone would
get hurt. It was obvious that Venkatesh would get into trouble.

Betray or be betrayed

One of the highlights was when Venkatesh was betrayed by JT and Ms.
Bailey. Venkatesh shared everyone’s income with JT and Ms. Bailey. He
didn’t realize he was doing something wrong at that time since he didn’t
notice JT and Ms. Bailey were forcing people to pay more money to them.
Every worker hated him and he felt like he was betraying those workers
and was fooled by JT and Ms. Bailey. Undoubtedly, with this in mind,
Venkatesh's research schedule was being affected.

In the end

T-Bone, one of JT's gang members, gave a notebook of the gang’s cashflow
statements to Venkatesh. It was an important item to help him study
the gang’s financial activities. After Venkatesh had finished his research,
T-Bone died; JT quitted the "Black Kings” and lived on the money he earned.
Venkatesh said that JT had become an important character in his life.

Feeling and self-reflection

The story was written in the first-person. It allowed readers to get
immersed in the story very easily. | would love to recommend this book
especially to all the government officials in Hong Kong. | hope they can
better understand the needs of the youngsters living in housing estates
here. As JT said in the book, "With people like us, you should hang out, get
to know what we do and how we do it”. Hong Kong Government, don’t
just sit in your arm-chairs and guess what we, the citizens, need. The most
effective way to identify problems in society and how to address them is to
get out of your comfy office and “live” daily life with us.
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