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Life-wide English Learning
Programme

The Life-wide English Learning Programme is about learning
English in real-world contexts and authentic settings. With an
emphasis on experiential learning, it achieves wider educational
goals that go beyond the classroom. As students interact with :
different people and accomplish tasks as a team, they develop = T

problem-solving skills and positive values — T T
which are essential for their whole-person LT ARI?
? enjoyingRhetactivity

development.

We strive to organize diverse activities so that students have plenty of opportunities to
strengthen their English skills and boost their confidence in s
English speaking. Students’ feedback has always been positive
and encouraging, with many citing memorable parts of the §
events and the knowledge acquired. Undeniably, the Life-wide
i any, English learning programme encapsulates the most valuable

en

opportunities in English language acquisition.

ﬂh@ﬂ? The Online English Wonderland, held on various e-learning
platforms outside the classroom, exposes students to a variety
of topics in English. Themes ranged from ‘Olympic Winter Games, ‘Showing Your Empathy’ to ‘Festivals and
Cultural Traditions in Hong Kong. Positive values and attitudes such as empathy, perseverance and national
identity were integrated into the activities, making learning interesting and relevant.

Modern technology does not make books
obsolete. Instead, it is a powerful tool to
help students rediscover the charms of a
book. In an English reading activity called |
‘Let’s Read Together, junior form students
enjoyed reading with their schoolmates Fi%
and completed an online quiz afterwards. |
English Ambassadors took the lead to read
a passage aloud and then encouraged the others to take turns to read for the '

group. This activity has aroused students’interest in English books as they read crjjey reaeling wih seheelmEEs
with their friends in a relaxing environment. It was also fun to bring stories to life

and be transported to a different realm.

Eight Form Two students also participated in a reading programme entitled
‘Read for Fun’in the summer holiday. Students took part in a guided tour to
explore an English bookstore.Their attentiveness was shown immediately during
the introduction to different genres of English books.Students were then divided
into groups and enjoyed an enthralling pre-reading activity of the simplified
version of ‘The Three Kingdoms..

The above activities are some highlights of our
year-long English learning programme, which have
been integrated into the school curriculum. The
provision of life-wide English learning activities has
consolidated students’ learning and helped them
to develop a positive and proactive English
learning attitude.
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Students are exposed to a large amount of English over | R s e [ (Y ch R Bha Y | WES

the course of a school week. Their teachers will cater to .

the many language skills. Some lessons focus on 7 | BB AhElE

listening, predominantly using audio tracks from the . o ° o o | DR ECHE DRFEW ~ EBEF

textbook. Whilst others may be focused on reading, BEHE NS HEE HEE

generally using a variety of materials. Some authentic . g = -

materials may stem from the Young Post or the South : gﬂ%ﬂi %{% %{%

China Morning Post which both provide ample learning R EiE £~ (62~ VR

opportunities. Whereas, some reading may come from S EREEREY

pre-created texts in the textbook. RS ZRE - K~ sRETEEfERRIT
= S ETERR o3 TR ISR

Apart from the forms of formal language learning mentioned previously, studentsneed to
experience informal language learning opportunities to excel even more. Learning and using the

RREERETERIE

language outside of the classroom will help them become aware of a language that is not just a B T ERATHE PEIFESE ~ HOIE ~ PEIFESE - HOIE ~ HE5
classroom subject, but a language spoken by over 400 million native speakers. = L~ £EmitE Ji% 303 EAFRAF
e =] T\ B ET TEEREhAT BT S
A common way for Hong Kong school students to improve their listening A E SR RS mﬁ%’“m LB
skills is by making productive use of Youtube. If a student’s favourite L= =8 58
Youtuber is producing their videos in English, the student can only make RERLARHB
sense of the videos by activating necessary listening skills. This gives i_g‘éﬁﬂg/ﬁﬁ,gﬁamg%
youngpost students the opportunity to improve their listening skills whilst listening to « FEFREAZR « FZ2H4]5
something they are interested in. They will also be exposed to specific H iR B ik EERARKE EEJH&*{ Nt
YOUNg oSt language that they may not have access to in English class. An example s@po | gmanT)|hie
being, if they are watching basketball highlights, they have the opportunity to learn vocabulary i R
closely linked to the sport. %gggzif E;E%ﬁ%ﬁi - *z \t.mtegrzteEd S:}"S ’ :
N— m;;e:a:ne- R oundaton an nricnmen

In this day and age, despite having its negative aspects, social media can be a powerful tool for i iy
facilitating English learning. Students may follow language learning accounts who upload
helpful phrases that they may want to replicate in their own writing. Further to this, they may
even reap the benefits of following celebrities from different countries who post in English. They
will be exposed to language naturally and for that brief moment, they will be in their own mini
lesson, trying to work out the meaning.
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These informal opportunities are just a glimpse of what a student can do to enhance their English
learning. These are activities that many students are already doing without realising the benefits
they can get from it. It is possible to create endless informal language learning opportunities.
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