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Lile-wide English Learning
Programme

Ms|Run|lfai Vicesprincipal
~ Chairman[ofjlfangliage’

The Life-wide English Learning Programme enhances students’
language learning to experiences outside the classroom. We
provide plentiful opportunities for our students to be immersed in
English in real contexts including visits to the Green Hub, Kadoorie
Farm and Botanic Garden, Shatin College and Renaissance College.

QOur visit to the Green Hub was a hugely rewarding and
enjoyable experience for students. The Old Tai Po Police Station has
been transformed into a Green Hub for sustainable living. This
pioneer of the low-carbon diet and green architecture runs an “Eat
Well Workshop” in English where students can learn about food
from field to table. Students harvest a crop, cook a simple meal and learn about mindful eating and waste
composting. Interactions in English during the experience are meaningful and relevant to students, and so
language learning is heightened during this outing.

When we link new language items to experiences
outside the classroom, the information is embedded
within our minds much like the process of natural
language learning by all native speakers of languages
around the world. When students recall words like
"sustainable”, “conservation” and “green living” after
visiting the Green Hub, the terms are memorable as the
images and personal experiences from the activities have
led to deep processing. The recall of sights, sounds and
tastes that accompanied the language learning make it
unforgettable!

Very often, students are eager to take risks and push the boundaries of their English proficiency when
released from the confines of the classroom. This can be seen during their interactions with English
native-speaking students from Shatin College. During conversations, students are forced to pay attention
and engage which benefits their recall and retention of English language features. Of course, they have fun
making new friends also!

We believe in fostering connections and collaborating with our English-speaking community here in
Hong Kong. Prior to appreciating a drama performance of “Macbeth” performed by drama students at our
neighbouring Renaissance College, students were introduced to this famous Shakespearean play. They
were taught key quotations, their meanings, plot and character. The new language items were reinforced
and “came alive" when appreciating the live drama
performance. Students have the advantage of both explicit
classroom instruction followed by the life-wide learning
experiences for all our outings.

English Learning is by no means limited to the activities
mentioned above, all formal and informal curricular activities |
such as penmanship competition, writing competition, short
radio plays, language theatre and many others are arranged
to boost our students’ interest and confidence in learning
English.
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Take Big Risks to Make Big Gains

What is the key to success in learning a language? After many years teaching English, I've noticed that
the risk-takers make the most gains in their language learning.

L Vis|Viartin

What do | mean by a risk-taker? These students try and
sometimes fail but then, they risk failure again, and keep trying
and trying again and again. They accept failure as part of
success. They continue to take risks and eventually, they
achieve success. What risks are you ready for? What can you do
to keep making progress in your learning?

First, ask questions. Take the risk of showing what you g/ O
don’t know as it's the easiest way to learn more. .

Second, don't be afraid to speak in front of your friends.

The more you speak English, the better you will get. Many students are too shy to speak in front of their
friends. They think their friends will laugh or tease them. This fear stops them from getting better. Who
cares what friends think? Do you believe everything your friends say? If they laugh, they are trying to make
themselves feel better about their own English level. But, here’s a
secret: your English level isn't fixed. With a bit of effort, you will get
better. Just believe you can get better, and you will. You'll be the
one laughing when you have made gains over the school year.

English outside the classroom. You'll meet other students who are
interested in English and you can practise with each other and
support each other in learning. It's difficult to persevere with
learning a language, you'll need the support of your schoolmates!

Fourth, for big risk takers, join a competition in English. Each year, many of our students join the Hong
Kong Speech Festival. This is a wonderful way to improve your _ — I'
pronunciation, rhythm of speech and confidence in using the
language. Many students have made great gains in their
English speaking as they ready themselves for this
competition.

There are lots of other English competitions available to

= _ 2

students in Hong Kong. You are really spoiled for choice. The 4 o £

Native English Teacher Scheme runs some highly creative and Ny T ) = % |
Eornen

exciting competitions each year. Some of the great skills these EnjoyinglgamestatithelE
competitions develop include creative writing, script writing, performance and film making. Of course,
English skills are at the forefront but learning how to work with others, meet deadlines and take risks are

also important life-enhancing skills that students gain.

| encourage you to find friends who support your
language learning by joining an English club or
competition. At the very least, by taking this risk, you'll
gain some more friends and mentors who are there to
help you every step of the way...can you guess who
those mentors are? Yes, the English Department here at
FYK. We are ready to support you in being a risk-taker in
your English language learning. Go on, you've got
nothing to lose and so much to gain!

Third, join some English clubs. This is the best way to learn l
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The Asian and Oceanian High School Students’Forum is an annual event held in Wakayama Prefecture, Japan. The
forum objectives are twofold. First, students conduct rigorous research, compiling data from various sources including
leading educational institutions in their home countries. Second, this
information is disseminated through presentations and conversations
with students from the Asian and Oceanian region, fostering
collaboration and mutual understanding.
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Last summer from July 24 to July 29, senior student Wills Yick
Long Hin attended the forum accompanied by Vice-principal Ms Pun
Lai Hung. Wills selected Tourism
and Culture for his research and L AR | - I Y
made a thorough study on the topic tﬁ}ﬂ] rthlpatln Teachers ath
Countryside Tourism. He presented
his findings in the Sectional Meeting and discussed the issue in the General Meeting
of the Forum. Other research categories presented in the meetings included Measures
against tsunami and other disasters, Environmental issues and Education.

Participants of the Forum included students from Wakayama Prefecture and

Meetlng other prefectures in Japan, and also 20 other students from Australia, Brunei,
Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Korea, Laos, Malaysia, Mongolia,
Myanmar, Nepal, New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand, Turkey and
Vietnam. All these young participants acted as ambassadors for their countries or
cities; providing leadership and sharing the collective responsibility to their local
communities, Asia and the wider world.

mif (700 aﬂiﬁxa

Day Morning Event Afternoon and Evening Event

July 24 Orientation Opening Ceremony
Introduction of Participating Areas

July 25  Study Tour to World Study Tour to Koyasan
Heritage Site (Koyasan) Preparation for the General Meeting

July 26 Sectional Meeting Preparation for the General Meeting
July 27 Rehearsal for the General Meeting
General Meeting Student Exchange

Reception hosted by the Governor
July 28 Homestay for Students
July 29  Completion of Homestay and Departure for Hong Kong

From Wills Yick

This was a “once-in-a-lifetime opportunity” that not many can have, let alone for someone
atmy age. To be able to be immersed in other cultures was really a great experience. In this 6-day
event, beautiful friendships blossomed. I've made friends with students from around the globe.
It was a true pleasure to be able to exchange experiences and knowledge with people of
different cultural backgrounds. The thing that struck me most is that, no matter where we are

_from, we're all the same, so we can live peacefully together, like a family.
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